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session. She believes that sector

development enhances:
education, image, services to
members, networking for
services, unigqueness and

competitiveness (defining niche
and making quality products).

“...crafts revenues
at $122 million
annually for the

region.”

She also believes that
it attracts specialty
interest to the region
and helps with
information on
exporting, packaging
and shipping.
Handmade in
America serves 22
counties in the WNC
region. One-third of
tax bills in this region
are to absentee
owners. A recent Economic
Impact Study shows

crafts revenues at $122 million
annually for the region. The
average annual income for a crafts
person is $30 k versus $24 k for
average manufacturing wages.
WNC ranks fourth in the national

crafts market, following
New York, San Francisco, and
Santa Fe.

The current data maps for the
region show 108 distressed
counties. This figure is projected
to increase to 111 for next year due
to the following challenges:
decline in textiles manufacturing,
decline in tobacco manufacturing,
welfare reform (caseload
reduction). 85 percent of the new
jobs created in the last decade have
been in the service industry.

Update on
Entrepreneurial
Learning Team

The Entrepreneurial Learning
Team met on February 4. The
meeting focused on a review of the
SACS Timeline, Phase 1l (July 1,
1998 - June 30, 1999).

The Team was divided into
subgroups as follows:

Instruction: Janice Gilliam, Gary
Clontz, Dave Dudek, Joe Fox,
Tony Gaddis, Tim Haynes, Bill
Lamar, Lorene Todd, Jeff Webb
Dacum: Jimmie Cochran and Tim
Haynes

Conference: Sharron Bleyl, Joe
Fox, Janice Gilliam

Grants: Greg Rutherford and any
interested persons

Great Teacher Retreat

The N.C. Great Teacher Retreat
is scheduled for April 23-26 at
Kanuga Conference Center in
Hendersonville. Merilyn Linney
with Guilford Technical
Community College states:  “I
have attended three such
seminars and facilitated at two of
them. | can honestly say that |
have never participated in any
workshop that was more
meaningful or useful. It is the
most rejuvenating exercise that
experienced teachers could hope
for. Itis, also, a terrific place for
new teachers to learn from
seasoned teachers. The

and you go home eager to try
many new ideas. | am convinced
that instruction all over North
Carolina has and will continue to
be refueled by these meetings
and that learning has no better
friend. I leave every one of these
retreats a better teacher and a
renewed learner. If you send
your faculty to only one
professional development
experience this year, | believe
this one would bring the most
long-lasting and positive results.”
For more information, call
336-334-4822, ext 2860.

Now Available in our Learning Resource Center
The Complete Country Business Guide,
Everything You Need to Know to Become a Rural Entrepreneur
by Lisa Rogak, author of
Moving to the Country Once and for All

Small Business
Center Seminars

Planning for Success:
The Business Plan
Tuesday, April 13, 6-9 p.m.

Record Keeping and Taxes
Tuesday, April 27, 6-9 p.m.

SBA Finance Workshop
Tuesday, May 4

For Lenders: 1-3 p.m.

For Potential Borrowers, 3-5 p.m.

How to Write an Effective
Business Plan
Tuesday, February 23, 6-9 p.m.
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